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Some years ago, the Knebworth Parish Plan questionnaire flagged up a problem:  we live in a village 
which is sufficiently close to London to attract commuters who, by definition, spend a large part of 
their time in the capital.  Many of us have migrated here from other parts of the country – or even 
further afield - because of our jobs, leaving behind our extended families.  I don’t know the statistics, 
but I find it fascinating to meet people who were actually born here and can tell us about the village’s 
history from personal experience. They do seem to be in the minority. 







We live in an enviable position – easy access to London, the facilities of several new towns relatively 
close by, surrounded by beautiful countryside and many other villages.  Each of these towns and 
villages is in its own way making efforts to celebrate its own identity.  We are spoilt for choice at the 
moment with a number of “Festivals” going on - offering a huge range of events.  How can we, a small 
village of about 4600 inhabitants, expect to compete with Stevenage, St Albans, Hitchin etc who have 
so much backing and sponsorship, so many venues and the kudos to attract big names to 
participate? 







The answer is that we are not in competition!  Knebworth has its own special reasons for organising 
our village Festival.  Our aim is to try to bring together the people 
of our community, to give them opportunities to get to know 
each other.  Many people are involved in the organisation and many 
local groups benefit financially and socially from our events. 







We tried to offer events to suit all ages and tastes.  Did we succeed?  
You can judge from the quotes in italics from the e-mails we have 
received. 







A Reception at St Martin’s Church thanked representatives of 
village clubs and organisations and those involved in serving the local 
community.  Thanks to Andrew Lewis who entertained us on the 
organ. 
 
Saturday’s Mini Fête was organised by Suzanne Hodges. Nearly thirty village organisations held 
stalls and competitions, allowing them to raise both money and awareness for their activities.  The 
Thomcats Jazz Band performed.  Sam Jellett’s Little Strings put on a great show including a teddy 
bears’ picnic.  Knebworth Players looked very scary dressed in their 
costumes for Agatha Christie’s ‘A Murder is Announced.’ 

“Dear Knebworth Festival 
We just wanted to thank you for a really enjoyable day yesterday. 
We heard about the fete via Hertbeat Radio and just went along 
on a whim.  We had such a lovely time.  Our 2 year old daughter 
is still talking about it this evening - the bouncy castle, hook-a-
duck, play your cards right, fruit tombola and we thought the 
young violinists were excellent!  Thank you for all your hard work 
to put it together, it really was appreciated.” 

The 60’s Tribute Night featured Stephen Swann and Colin 
Campbell who got people dancing in no time.  Margaret and Brian Webb organised a most enjoyable 
evening.  Supper was home cooked by Sally Groves and her team.   
      “On behalf of St Martin’s and St Mary’s churches, can I express my thanks to you all for all your 

assistance with the events with which we were involved.  The tribute night raised £1250 (net) 
and the choir and organ recital raised over £300. The Festival Committee are to be 
congratulated for their hard work in mounting such a 
comprehensive programme which actively encouraged 
all groups in the village to become involved in the 
Festival and use the opportunity to showcase their 
activities as well as raising funds.  Well done.” 

The proceeds will go towards resurfacing the car park at 
St Martin’s Church. 
A Sunny Sunday Morning Ramble round Old Knebworth 
and the Park was organised by Linda MacKnight and Sue 
Clarke.  Over 25 people came, a number of whom were 
new to the village and ended up swapping e-mail addresses over lunch at the Lytton Arms. 
 
 



   

  

Lawrence of Arabia, the Man behind the Legend.  Thanks to Hilary Spiers who organised the talk 
with the Stevenage and Knebworth Arts Group. 
The Tea Dance!!   It would seem that Knebworth is not yet ready for the tea dance!  8 tickets were 
sold and four of those were to the organisers – so rather than dance in splendid isolation, we 
reluctantly agreed to cancel – our one failure… 
The Choral and Organ Concert in St Mary’s Church featured Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir 
and organist, Andrew Lewis.  Their varied programme was much enjoyed. 
The Hair, beauty and holistic evening.  Thank you to 4-Hair for this opportunity for people to see 
what they have on offer in their Salon.   
KTA’s Wine Tasting was well attended and brought many appreciative comments.  

“My daughter and I had a wonderful time at the Wine Tasting event.  It was informative and 
highly entertaining, and we met many nice people.  I have been in Knebworth since last 
October, and this is the first time I have been able to find a lovely and fun-loving group to be a 
part of.” 

A Palette of Cello Colours brought together two immensely talented performers; Catherine Wilmers 
and Ilga Pitkevica.  They showcased a new work by our very own Sam Jellett. 

“Thank you for your support - very much appreciated.  We©ve had excellent feedback from so 
many people about the Cello and Piano concert- comments such as ©it was brilliant© and ©it was 
as good as going to London©, so all very positive.” 

Knebworth School’s Gala Day.  We were delighted to have this included in our Festival and to 
sponsor the hire of the inflatables for older children. Well done to Susan Patterson and Donna 
Alexander for a splendid day out for all the family.  The Bucking Bronco proved a tricky business, but 
Head Teacher, Michael John successfully stayed on his horse in picture 3! 

“I am totally blown away by the cash counted from Saturday’s Gala Day - I think it will be pretty 
near the £7k figure - the feedback has been brilliant too.  Everyone had a lovely day.  It all 
works so well when the weather is kind.”  

Comedy Night was an absolute sell-out with people clamouring to see the professional performers. 
Thanks to Jude Wheeler for masterminding this in aid of Knebworth Youth Football Club. 
Songs of Praise was led by Sue Boorman in St Mary’s Church.  Hymns were chosen by members of 
all the Knebworth Churches.  
Music for a Summer Evening with Classic Opera - a wonderful finale – thanks to Martha and 
Henry Cobbold for hosting it in such a lovely venue.  Thanks too to Rebecca Goldby and the Hitchin 
Flute Choir for entertaining us on the terrace. 

“The Finale was a great evening. We have never heard our friends perform in such a splendid 
venue. I hope they will be back next year. If you have an email mailing list, please add us to it”. 

 
*********** 

The Festival received 
grants from the Village 
Trust and North Herts 
District Council – thank 
you to them! 
Thanks also to Alfie at 
Village News for 
running the Box Office,   
to all at Triographics for 
printing the leaflets and to the Scouts and Guides for delivering 

them.  In fact, too many people to mention by name so – 
The Festival Committee would like to thank everyone who contributed in any way! 

 

Brian Worthington (Chairman), Donna Alexander, Henry Cobbold, Pam Culley, Ali Froud,  
Nigel Graham, Barry and Joy Hall, Suzanne Hodges, Ann Judge and Susan Patterson. 


